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NEVER  AGAIN  TO  DIE 

"We  know  that  Christ  being  raised  from  the 
dead  will  never  die  again;  death  no   longer 
has  dominion  over  him."  Romans  6:9 


Howard  Lowery,  one  time  President  of  Wooster 
College,  had  the  pleasure  years  ago  of  entertaining 
Desmond  MacCarthy,  the  renowned  drama  critic  of  the 
"London  Sunday  Times"  on  his  first  night  in  this  coun- 
try.  They  went  to  a  play  in  New  York  City.   Coming 
out  after  the  performance  the  critic  saw  for  the  first 
time  the  dazzling  lights  of  Broadway.   He  blinked  at 
them  for  a  time,  then  turned  to  his  host  and  said, 
"Tell  me,  how  do  you  Americans  ever  manage  to  cele- 
brate anything?" 

If  we  hail  the  arrival  of  a  new  detergent  with  a 
full-page  ad  in  "The  New  York  Times"  and  an  hour-long, 
prime-time  television  spectuacular ,  how  do  we  celebrate 
resurrection?   If  we  bring  on  the  band  and  pull  out 
all  the  stops  to  welcome  an  18  year  old  guru  from  the 
East  as  he  alights  from  his  limousine ,  how  do  we 
welcome  Jesus  back  from  the  dead? 

But  today  is  no  different  from  any  other  day.   The 
word  always  struggles  to  be  heard.   We  can  only  try  to 
clarify  its  meaning  and  pray  that  God  will  give  the 
gospel  birth  in  many  hearts. 


There  would  be  cause  for  joy  today  had  we  nothing 
more  to  celebrate  than  the  memory  of  <*   noble  life.  We 
suffer  in  our  time  from  want  of  compelling  and  worthy 
examples.   Failure  has  become  the  norm.   Muckrakers 
make  sure  that  we  do  not  lionize  any  hero  or  heroine 
for  long.   Every  man  has  his  price,  we  say,  it's  only 
a  matter  of  time. 

Then  comes  word  of  Jesus.   "Once  upon  a  time  there 
was  a  man  who..."  His  life  grazes  ours  like  a  welcome 
benediction.   There  is  no  record  that  he  ever  made  an- 


other  sad.   He  seemed  never  to  hurry  and  yet  he  was 
never  late.   He  did  not  bow  to  the  mighty  or  despise 
the  poor.   He  consistently  used  his  powers  and  gifts 
for  good  and  positive  ends. 

A  dear  friend  of  mine  in  Australia  remarked 
during  a  recent  visit  on  how  striking  it  is  that  Jesus 
never  used  the  gift  of  miracle  regressively  but  always 
progressively.   He  did  not  turn  wine  to  water  or 
bread  to  stones.   He  did  not  visit  a  paralysis  on 
Judas  or  blind  Pontius  Pilate.   He  did  not  wither  the 
limbs  of  the  officers  who  came  that  night  to  arrest 
him  in  the  garden.   He  had  an  eye  for  the  lilies  of 
the  field,  an  ear  for  God,  and  a  hand  for  any  in  need. 

We  can  all  take  heart  that  Jesus  was  once  among 
us  on  these  premises  and  in  this  flesh.   Every  so 
often  in  our  travels  we  stumble  on  a  sign  that  says, 
"Washington  Slept  Here."   (I  guess  George  would  have 
needed  two  lifetimes  to  account  for  so  many  nights 
away  from  home.)   It  does  something  for  the  American 
spirit  to  know  that  a  man  of  Washington's  political 
and  military  stature  was  actually  on  the  very  ground 
that  we  are  occupying  now. 

Thus,  I  contend  that  there  would  be  cause  for 
joy  this  day  had  we  nothing  more  to  celebrate  than 
the  memory  of  a  noble  life.   Jesus  lived  and  he  was 
here! 

There  is  even  something  religiously  compelling 
about  that.  As  Guinevere  remarked  after  Arthur  had 
departed: 

"It  was  my  duty  to  have  loved  the  highest; 
It  surely  was  my  profit  had  I  known; 
It  would  have  been  my  pleasure  had  I  seen. 
We  needs  must  love  the  highest  when  we  see  it, 
Not  Lancelot,  nor  another."  1 

With  nothing  more  than  Jesus'  exemplary  life  to 
cling  towe  could  pray  devotionally  with  John  Baillie: 
Forbid  it,  0  Father,  that  the  difficulty 
of  living  well  should  ever  tempt  me  to  fall 
into  any  kind  of  heedlessness  or  despair. 
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May  I  keep  it  ever  in  mind  that  this  human 
life  was  once  divinely  lived  and  this  world 
once  nobly  overcome  and  this  body  of  flesh, 
that  now  so  sorely  tries  me,  once  made  into 
Thy  perfect  dwelling-place."  2 


But  that's  not  all!   There  would  be  cause  for  joy 
today  had  we  nothing  more  to  celebrate  than  ja  noble 
life  that  had  survived  death!   Is  death  the  end  of  the 
road  or  is  it  a  bend  in  the  road?  We  wonder.   We  say 
in  our  more  optimistic  moments  that  God  would  not  have 
given  birds  an  instinct  for  the  South  had  there  been 
no  South  dimension.   So,  most  of  us  live  with  our 
hunches  and  surmises.   But  if  _he  survived  the  grave, 
perhaps....  perhaps....  we  could....  might....  may.... 
will. . . . 

Hear  the  Good  News!   Jesus  did  more  than  survive 
death,  he  defeated  and  reversed  it.   He  experienced 
death  not  somehow,  but  triumphantly.   He  was  victorious 
—  irreversibly  so.   As  Paul  has  it  in  today's  text, 
"We  know  that  Christ  being  raised  from  the  dead  will 
never  die  again;  death  no  longer  has  dominion  over 
him."   For  Israel  and  us,  he  kept  covenant  with  God  — 
faithful  to  death.   And  God  raised  him  up.   His  resur- 
rection has  about  it  the  ring  of  a  grand  AMEN  —  God's 
"Yes"  given  in  answer  to  all  our  wonderment  and  doubt. 

"We  know  that  Christ  being  raised  from  the  dead 
will  never  die  again."  Here  is  finality.   Here  is 
inescapability.   What  he  achieved  in  his  life  and 
death  and  rising  again  needs  neither  repetition  nor 
improvement.   The  mighty  Barth  explained  it  this  way; 
"It  is  in  the  power  of  the  event  of  the  third  day  that 
the  event  of  the  first  day  is  not  something  which 
belongs  to  the  past,  which  can  be  present  only  by 
recollection,  tradition  and  proclamation,  but  it  is 
as  such  a  present  event,  the  event  which  fills  and 
determines  the  whole  present."  _3 

In  the  last  century  there  was  much  noise  and 
celebration  when  America's  first  transcontinental  rail- 
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road  was  completed.   As  you  will  remember,  track  was 
laid  simultaneously  from  the  west  and  the  east.   The 
point  of  meeting  turned  out  to  be  Promontory  Point  in 
Utah.   A  golden  spike  was  driven  into  the  ground  to 
signal  the  completion  of  this  notable  endeavor.   When 
that  spike  was  firmly  bedded  down  a  telegrapher's 
key  touched  off  the  one-word  message,  "Done!" 

D — 0 — N — E,   Done. 

"We  know  that  Christ  being  raised  from  the  dead 
will  never  die  again;  death  no  longer  has  dominion 
over  him."  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for 
us.   That  is,  his  sacrifice  has  power  - —  ample  power 
—  forever. 

An  unknown  Union  soldier  lies  buried  somewhere 
in  Newport  News,  Virginia.   Above  his  grave  is  a  simple 
stone.   Carved  in  that  stone  is  the  message,  "Mustered 
Out."   And  so  we  are!   But  that's  not  all! 


This  noble  life  raised  from  the  dead  destroyed 
the  powers  of  the  present  age!   We  have  overly  per- 
sonalized the  meaning  of  Christ's  resurrection  and 
largely  missed  its  cosmic  significance.   It  is  all 
gathered  for  us  -  the  individual  and  corporate  mean- 
ing of  his  death  and  resurrection  —  in  those 
assuring  words  that  Paul  wrote  to  the  Christians 
in  Colossae:   "And  you  who  were  dead  in  trespasses 
and  the  uncircumcision  of  your  flesh,  God  made  alive 
together  with  him,  having  forgiven  us  all  our  tres- 
passes, having  cancelled  the  bond  that  stood  against 
us  with  its  legal  demands;  this  he  set  aside,  nail- 
ing it  to  his  cross."   (That's  the  personal  aspect.) 
The  apostle  went  on,   "He  disarmed  the  principalities 
and  powers  and  made  a  public  example  of  them,  tri- 
umphing over  them  in  him."   (That's  the  neglected 
part.)   (Col.  2:13-15) 

What  are  these  "principalities  and  powers?"  Well, 
they  have  to  do  with  the  large,  impersonal  forces 
that  would  control  our  lives.   "Principalities  and 
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powers"  suggest  that  malevolent  network  which  the 
New  Testament  refers  to  as  "The  mystery  of  iniquity." 
(II  Thes.  2:7)   The  Bible  has  a  way  of  understanding 
our  human  striving  on  a  larger  board  than  most  of 
us  project. 

Who  are  the  principalities  and  powers?   The 
state,  the  stars,  the  system;  caste,  class,  color; 
frozen  ideologies  —  either  theological  or  political; 
cedes  of  respectablity.   Anything  that  in  a  collective, 
abstract  way  moves  in  to  dehumanize  the  people  of  the 
earth. 

The  Good  News  of  Easter  is  that  Jesus  made  short 
work  of  the  principalities  and  powers.   Against  them 
he  was  triumphant s  and  decisively  so.   Good  Friday 
had  flung  some  serious  questions  against  that  Syrian 
sky.   As  the  Mennonite  John  Yoder  put  it,  "There  at 
the  cross  is  the  man  who  loves  his  enemies,  the  man 
whose  righteousness  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
Pharisees,  who  being  rich  became  poor,  who  gives  his 
robe  to  those  who  took  his  cloak,  who  prays  for  those 
who  despitefully  use  him."  **_ 

The  question  that  we  ask  in  the  presence  of  all 
that  is  whether  such  values  belong  to  the  essence  of 
our  life  or  form  an  exception  that  proves  the  rule. 
Is  that  the  way  life  is  —  loving,  giving,  serving, 
dying?  The  resurrection  was  God's  resounding  and 
unalterable,  "Yes."   "Christ  being  raised  from  the 
dead  will  never  die  again;   death  no  longer  has 
dominion  over  him." 

The  principalities  and  power  are  on  their  way 
to  death.   They  are  marked  for  death.   That  is  their 
fate.   The  powers  have  been  exposed  and  condemned. 
So  Paul  refers  to  them,  rather  whimsically,  in  his 
letter  to  the  Corinthians  as  "The  powers  that  be  who 
soon  will  be  only  the  powers  that  have  been."   (I  Cor. 
2:6)   It  was  not  a  battle  that  Jesus  won,  it  was  the 
war . 

My  friends,  the  central  claim  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament is  not  the  announcement  that  a  new  religion  has 
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come  into  the  world.   The  central  claim  of  the  New 
Testament  is  the  announcement  of  the  birth  of  a  New 
World  and  a  New  Man.   This  is  why  Jesus  is  arresting- 
ly  called  the  Last  Adam.   (I  Cor.  15:45)   As  in  the 
old  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  the  Last  Adam  shall  all 
be  made  alive.   Adam  means  history.   Adam  is  synon- 
ymous with  history.   What  the  Scriptures  are  declaring 
is  that  a  new  history  began  with  Jesus  who  was 
raised  from  the  dead. 

I  confess  that  I  get  tired  of  the  old  history. 
I  learned  the  other  day  of  an  epitaph  in  a  cemetery 
in  Girard,  Pennsylvania  that  reads: 

"In  memory  of 
Ellen  Shannon 
Aged  26  Years 
Who  was  fatally  burned 
March  21st  1870 
by  the  explosion  of  a  lamp 
filled  with  '  R.  E.  Danforth's 
Non  Explosive 
Burning  Fluid"1  _5_ 

I  weary  of  non-explosive  fluids  exploding;  of 
fail-proof  banks  that  fail;  of  sure-fire  programs  for 
everything  that  go  off  like  duds.   I  weary  of  pre- 
ventives that  do  not  prevent,  of  solutions  that  do 
not  solve,  of  remedies  that  do  not  cure,  of  panaceas 
that  do  not  pan  out.   I  weary  of  promises  that  do 
not  keep,  of  reforms  that  change  nothing,  of  gods 
that  smile  upon  us  as  they  siphon  out  our  life,  of 
death  that  masquerades  as  hope!   In  short,  I  weary 
of  Adam.   But  just  as  surely  I  rejoice  in  Christ 
in  whom  the  old  has  passed  and  the  new  has  come. 

One  reason  why  we  are  not  as  joyful  as  we 
ought  to  be  today  is  because  we  have  been  over-ex- 
posed to  the  world  and  under-exposed  to  the  gospel. 
Ponder  the  truth  and  let  it  capture  your  heart. 
That  Jesus  is  conqueror  is  eternally  settled:   the 
universe  is  his!   "We  know  that  Christ  being  raised 
from  the  dead  will  never  die  again;  death  no  longer 
has  dominion  over  him." 
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I  apologize  to  you  today  because  I  feel  and 
believe  more  about  my  text  than  I  can  say.   Its 
truth  overwhelms  my  thought  and  far  outruns  my  powers 
of  expression.,   I  can  only  ask  you  to  make  it  the 
subject  of  your  own  meditation.   And  may  God  grant 
you  joy  and  peace  in  believing! 


CLOSING  PRAYER 


Comes  Thou  living  Christ,  and  take  Thy 
rightful  custody  of  us  and  of 
our  world. 
Help  us  to  live  to  Thy  praise  as  those 
who  know  that  Thou  art  Lord 
—  and  make  us  thankful. 
In  Thy  strong  name 

we  pray.  Amen 
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